
  

 

 

 

 

 

CALIGULA TOWERS 

Episode 1: The Tower of Cyril (Draft 2) 

Written by Mike Cummins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

Characters 

 

Cyril Nicholls:  Denton born and bred, 67, has lived all his adult life with his 
sister Sylvia in flat they 
moved into with parents as children in 1963 – when block first 
opened. Fussy, pernickety, pedantic 
and bossy, Cyril thinks he’s always right. 
 

 
Sylvia Nicholls:  60, she has had one love affair when she was younger and 

working for council; unfortunately, it was with a married man, 
Councillor Botham. She ended it as he wouldn’t leave his wife. 
She’s always supported Cyril, after promising her mother she’d 
always take care of him. 

 
 
Councillor Botham:  Denton to the core, Botham is 67, married, a career councillor 

and old Labour. Had an affair years ago with Sylvia and often 
thinks longingly back to it. 

 
 
Randy Woods:  American, 48, a bit of a drifter and a womaniser, though has 

never committed himself. Needs the love of a good woman. 
 
 
Katrine Kaminski:  Polish and 31, Katrine is a bit of a mystery to most people, 

mainly because she’s an undercover police officer. Trying to 
keep her secret makes her even more interesting, however. 
Used to be a lap dancer. 

 

Taxi Driver:   [Possibly Burger from later episodes?] 

Assessor: Miss Mitchell is the young, newly qualified pre-assessor for 

ICP Regen, a trendy urban redevelopment company. 

Repair Man: 35 year old British workman. 

Man 1 / Man 2: Two ‘clients’ for ‘Madam Polski’s’ ‘massage parlour’. 
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SCENE 1 
 

ENTRANCE FOYER OF CALIGULA TOWERS, A 

1960 COUNCIL BUILT TOWER BLOCK. 

A POSTMAN BUZZES AT THE INTERCOM. 

WOODS: Alright, buddy, don’t break the thing! 

POSTMAN: (OFF) C’mon, not got all bleedin’ day. 

  WOODS OPENS THE DOOR. 

 Got a parcel. 

WOODS: So? 

POSTMAN: The other bloke takes them up for us. 

WOODS: What other bloke? 

POSTMAN: Caretaker fella. 

WOODS: That would be me now, Rand--. 

POSTMAN: --Good. Here you go. Flat 1A. 

WOODS: Hey, why don’t you take it— 

  DOOR SLAMS SHUT. 

 

  SCENE 2 

  WOODS KNOCKS AT THE DOOR OF FLAT 1A. 

CYRIL: (OFF) Who is it? 
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WOODS: Caretaker. Got a parcel for you. 

CYRIL: (OFF) How many times?   That’s the postman’s job. 

THE LOCKS AND CHAINS COME OFF AND THE 

DOOR OPENS. 

WOODS: I’m just doing him a favour. 

CYRIL: So you claim to be the new caretaker, eh?  And American? 

WOODS: Rand— 

CYRIL: How do I know you’re the caretaker?   Can I see some photo 

ID please? 

WOODS: It’s in the office, downstairs, buddy. 

CYRIL: Oh no, no, no� I am not your ‘buddy’, I am Mr Nicholls to 

you. And what – may I ask – is the Royal Mail doing giving 

parcels to an American?   How did the postman know you’re 

not a threat to my personal security, not to mention the 

tower’s? 

WOODS: Oh, I think I can assure you— 

CYRIL: --Not a military man I see. 

WOODS: Pardon? 

CYRIL: Potter always polished his boots. 

WOODS: The last caretaker? 

CYRIL: You learn to have pride in your appearance when you’ve 

served. Seen some action— 
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WOODS: Oh, I’d like to think I’ve seen some... action. 

CYRIL: Yes, quite� A good man Potter. Twenty-seven years’ 

service to Caligula Towers. Kept it spotless. That’s a military 

eye for detail. Trained and served along the Iron Curtain. 

Now where did you train? 

WOODS: Job Club. Plus. 

CYRIL: (SIGHS) 

 Well, Mr Job Club Plus you could have saved me some 

considerable inconvenience if you’d read the label on this 

parcel. Do I look like a K. Kaminski? 

WOODS: A what? 

CYRIL: Do I sound like I’ve just fled a lifetime of Communist 

oppression, trekked across a continent, to seek out a new 

life in this land of plenty? 

 It’s 2a – one floor up. The young Polish lady. 

WOODS: Polish, eh?   

 (SOTTO) Good looking these Polski chicks.  

 I’m feeling an urge to take it right upL 

CYRIL: Whoa, whoa, wait� Like a bull at a gate, it’s Vietnam all 

over againL 

WOODS: What? 
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CYRIL: She works nights, young man. Now if you hadn’t  got 

yourself embroiled in the delivery system she would now be 

able to collect her parcel at a time convenient to her. We 

shall discuss this further at this afternoon’s residents’ 

meeting – half past twelve prompt, Mr USA. 

 Now come with me while I show you your duties. 

WOODS: My what? 

CYRIL: Your duties. This place does not keep itself and as you claim 

to be the caretaker I shall talk you through your list so that 

there are no misunderstandings 

 

 SCENE 2 

 IN THE CHUTE ROOM. 

 THE RUMBLING OF AN APPROACHING BLACK BIN 

LINER. 

CYRIL: Chute room. Brush and mop on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays. Got that? 

WOODS: Oh yeah. 

 THUD! 
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 SCENE 3 

 THE RESIDENT’S LOUNGE 

 RADIO 2 PLAYS QUIETLY IN THE BACKGROUND, 

RELAXING MOOD MUSIC. 

CYRIL: This is our Resident’s lounge. Hoover every day, dust on 

Tuesday, and clean the glass on the portrait of Her Majesty 

on Thursdays.  

WOODS: Listen, I don’t do lists. I got a rota and other stuff gets done 

as it needs doing. 

CYRIL: That’s not how Caligula Towers is kept in such pristine 

condition. If you want to see the result of your rotas I 

suggest you nip over and inspect the decay at Nero Towers. 

So, one last amendment to the list and we’re done. Just 

read and sign to say that you accept the duties offered. 

WOODS: ‘Clean and dust Flat 1A’? 

CYRIL: Yes. What time can I expect you? 

WOODS: Listen up, I don’t clean private apartments, Nicholls. 

CYRIL: Mr Nicholls. I think you’ll find you do, Potter was excellent at 

it. 

WOODS: I’m not goddamn Potter. 

CYRIL: Language!   This is not Nero Towers. 

WOODS: I’m not cleaning your damn — blinking apartment. 
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CYRIL: It would be a shame to have a complaint against your name 

on your first day. 

WOODS: I don’t clean apartments. End of. 

CYRIL: Now listen here, my sister is coming out of hospital today 

and this flat needs to be spotless. If she gets a superbug I 

shall be making a swift call to Councillor Botham about your 

continued employment. So I suggest you go get your Hoover 

and dusters. 

WOODS: I’ve had enou—  

CYRIL: Now are you getting your duster or do I have to phone the 

councillor?  Leaving a woman in a contaminated 

environment, indeed. 

WOODS: Okay, okay, you’re on. If it’s for a lady, just this once. 

CYRIL: More like it. Now, you’ll need to be finished by half past 

eleven because I’m on the wireless. And while you’re down 

stairs you can bring up some eggshell paint for that scuff 

you’ve made to the wall. 

 And you’d be more efficient if you got that lift repaired. It’s 

not been working for the past hour, how do you expect 

Sylvia to get up here? 

 

  SCENE 4 

  WOODS IS IN HIS OFFICE LISTENING TO THE 

RADIO. 
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  GRAMS: CALIFORNIA DREAMING BY THE 

MAMAS AND PAPAS 

WOODS: (SINGING ALONG)�California Dreaming on such a winter’s 

day� 

  KATRINE KNOCKS AT THE OPEN DOOR. 

KATRINE: This is caretaker office, yes? 

WOODS: Yeah, I take care of thingsL 

  WOODS TURNS DOWN THE RADIO. 

 What can I do for you – I’m guessing you’re 2a? 

KATRINE: Yes. Old man say you have package for me.  

WOODS: I’ll say— Oh, that parcel!   Yeah it’s over here.  

KATRINE: I also need favour. I have three men coming this afternoon. 

You show them to my flat, yes? 

WOODS: Sure I’ll show them up. Here’s your parcel. Friends of yours? 

KATRINE: No. Is work. Work is private. You are nice man. I will repay 

you soon. I go now and prepare equipment. 

WOODS: (LOW) Mmmmm.... Things are beginning to look up. 

 

  SCENE 5 

  THE RESIDENT’S MEETING IN THE COMMUNAL 

LOUNGE. 
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CYRIL: Order!   Order! 

WOODS: (LOW) Who’s he shouting at, Councillor? 

CLLR BOTHAM: (LOW) He does that a lot. 

CYRIL: I have apologies from Sylvia Nicholls for reasons we are all 

aware of, so present are myself, Councillor Botham and 

Mister Woods our colonial caretaker. 

WOODS: Call me Rand— 

CYRIL: Mr Woods will suffice for now. 

WOODS: Shouldn’t we wait for the others? 

CLLR BOTHAM: You really are new to this aren’t you? 

CYRIL: In Miss Nicholls absence I’ll take the minutes. Item one on 

the agenda: a formal welcome to the new caretaker Mr 

Randall Woods, formally of Job Club. 

WOODS: Plus. 

CYRIL: Welcome, Mr Woods. I’m very pleased that we are no longer 

paying you benefits. 

WOODS: Humbled I’m sure, and very pleased to— 

CYRIL: It’s a pity you have acquired a black mark against your name 

during your first morningL 

WOODS: I’ve got what? 

CLLR BOTHAM: You’ll get used to that too. 
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CYRIL: Delivering a parcel without appropriate photo ID – one black 

markL 

WOODS: Just one minute, Nicholls— 

CYRIL: Mr Nicholls. And moving onL item two, an update from 

Councillor Botham on the unfortunate failure of the 

redevelopment bid. 

CLLR BOTHAM: Yes, and I bring good news from Europe.  

  CYRIL COUGHS DISAPPROVAL 

 In light of the quality of our recent— 

CYRIL: --failed-- 

CLLR BOTHAM: --bid for European redevelopment funds I am pleased to 

report that Brussels has reappraised the situation and— 

CYRIL: Reappraised!?!   What on Earth does that mean? 

CLLR BOTHAM: I’m getting to thatL they have decided to award a reduced 

grant. 

CYRIL: No, no, no� this matter was laid to rest months ago. Very 

sad and all that, but they said no to your regeneration plans. 

CLLR BOTHAM: The Caligula Towers Residents’ Association’s plans, Cyril. 

CYRIL: It’s Mr Nicholls to you, Botham. What’s this nonsense about 

a grant? 

CLLR BOTHAM: Well – are you still taking the minutes? – the EU has 

provided enough funds to regenerate one of the towers. 



Caligula Towers – episode 1  10  

 

WOODS: That’s great news, fella. This place needs modernising.  

CYRIL: Good God!   No� Eh, I mean� (BEAT – DEEP BREATHS - 

SUDDENDLY A FALSE CALM) Yes, very good news 

indeed. Is there news on the chosen tower? 

CLLR BOTHAM: Not as yet. It can go to either Caligula or Nero. I’d obviously 

like it to go to the most needyL 

CYRIL: Me too. Well done, Nero! 

CLLR BOTHAM: Lbut it’s not up to me.  

CYRIL: As our duly elected representative I think it is. 

CLLR BOTHAM: I’ll have one vote but the project has been handed over for 

appraisal to our development partner ICP Regen Limited. 

CYRIL: Bloody Quangoes! 

WOODS: Language!  – But do minute it, Mr Nicholls. 

CLLR BOTHAM: ICP’s assessor will be conducting her initial survey of the 

two towers this afternoon and I hope to have good news for 

the next residents’ meeting. 

CYRIL: This afternoon!?!   Right then, I think that’s the meeting 

over— 

WOODS: I’d like to raise an issue. 

CYRIL: Meeting closed.  

  CYRIL BANGS HIS GAVEL 
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 You’ll have to motion it for the next one. In the meantime get 

down to the basement and hose down the plastic flowers we 

bought for Prince Philip’s visit in ’73. We’ll show this so 

called assessor what the EEC can do with its handouts. 

Bloody Ted Heath! 

 

  SCENE 6 

  CYRIL AND SYLVIA’S FLAT. CYRIL IS LISTENING 

TO BBC RADIO MANCHESTER. 

BBC PRESENTER: (ON RADIO) It is nearly fifty years since the towers of 

Roman Court first appeared on the Denton skyline. Over the 

decades the residents have seen the decline of the corner 

shop and the appearance of three supermarkets; the road 

alongside has gone from being almost deserted to often 

gridlocked; and the local population has more than doubled. 

How have the residents of the distinctive towers adjusted 

and responded to these changes?   I’m here at Caligula 

Towers to find out. 

 Roman Court was built in the optimism of the post war 

housing boom when cheap and quick to build property was 

desperately needed. One resident who remembers those 

days is Cyril Nicholls, Caligula Towers’ first resident in 1963. 

He spoke to me in his flat that he moved into with his 

parents nearly half a century agoL 
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CYRIL: (ON RADIO) Yes it was quite a thing to get into Roman 

Court, they didn’t just let anybody in. You needed to be 

vetted by the council and show that you were of good 

character. Something they should bring back in my opinion. 

BBC PRESENTER: (ON RADIO) But as the towers reach their golden 

anniversary not everybody is as keen on returning to the old 

ways. Councillor Charles BothamL 

  ON THE BUSY MAIN ROADL 

CLLR BOTHAM: (ON RADIO) Well from outside we can see that the whole of 

Roman Court is in need of a bit of a facelift. It needs to be 

modernised and brought into twenty-first century.  

CYRIL: Judas! 

CLLR BOTHAM: (ON RADIO - CON’T) Successive councils have neglected 

parts of the Denton area including Caligula and Nero 

Towers. It is my goal to ensure this trend is reversed andL 

  RADIO BROADCAST STARTS TO BREAK UP 

 (D)Lsee that the good people of Denton... (SFX: WHITE 

NOISE) Lmany more years of serviceL (SFX: WHITE 

NOISE) Lbuildings are indeed in needL (SFX: WHITE 

NOISE)L 

  CYRIL IS TRYING TO TUNE THE RADIO 

CYRIL: Come on you stupid thing!   Never had this much trouble 

with the Home Service --  Come on!   I want to hear what the 

conniving little propagandist has to sayL 
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  BUT ALL HE GETS NOW IS WHITE NOISE. 

  WOODS KNOCKS AT THE FLAT’S DOOR. 

WOODS: (OFF) It’s Rand— 

CYRIL: Be quite!   I’m losing transmission! 

WOODS: (OFF) I’ve come to clean the apartment, Mr Nicholls. 

CYRIL: Oh, blast and bugger!   Why must everything happen at 

once?   Come in, it’s off the latch. 

  WOODS ENTERS 

WOODS: MmmmmL It’s not too bad, quite clean. 

CYRIL: Not too bad!?!   I’ve just lost an important enemy 

transmission no doubt due to the close proximity of that 

thing. 

WOODS: The Hoover?   It’s not even plugged in. 

CYRIL: It doesn’t take much to cause disruptions, Woods. Now I 

instructed you be finished by half-past eleven, it is now 

quarter-to noon so that’s another black mark against your 

name. 

WOODS: Quite a collection I’m getting there. 

CYRIL: Scoff if you must, but one more mark and the formal 

disciplinary procedure begins. 

WOODS: The formal what?   Never heard of it. 
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CYRIL: That’s because you have yet to attend my induction. We will 

arrange that once Sylvia is safely home and superbug free. 

Now get on with it while I see if I can find anyone who’s 

taped the transmission. 

WOODS: Ahem!?! 

CYRIL: Nasty cough, don’t think you’re borrowing my inhaler. 

WOODS: Before you go, we need to, you knowL Ahem! 

CYRIL: Is this an America thing, have they finally reduced spoken 

English to coughs and gargles? 

WOODS: The money?   For the cleaning? 

CYRIL: Mon—Money!?!   Good God, man!   You’re lucky I don’t 

report you. Now get on with the job. And no thieving and no 

slacking – I know exactly how many tea-bags are left. Chop-

chop! 

 

  SCENE 7 

  A TAXI, IT’S ENGINE TICKING OVER, WAITS 

OUTSIDE CALIGULA TOWERS. SYLVIA SITS IN 

THE PASSENGER SEAT. 

TAXI DRIVER: The meter’s still going, Sylvia love, if it was up to me-- 

SYLVIA: He’ll be down in a moment, I told him one o’clock. You know 

what he’s like. 

TAXI DRIVER: Do I. Are you sure you’ll be able to cope so soon? 
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SYLVIA: He’ll try his best. 

TAXI DRIVER: And here he comesL Churchill – or was it the other fella? 

SYLVIA: (LAUGHS) 

  CYRIL APPROACHES THE TAXI 

CYRIL: Couldn’t you park any futher away?   I’ve got a bad leg you 

know. May as well book another taxi to get us to the door. 

Did you obtain a wheelchair? 

SYLVIA: Yes, we got oneL 

TAXI DRIVER: Hospital wasn’t too happy about it. 

CYRIL: We’ve paid in to the NHS long enough – she’s having a 

wheelchair. We don’t want her having another funny turn. 

Now give me a lift with it, driver. You stay where you are, 

Sylvia. 

 Hello?!?   You’ve forgotten to switch off the meter. 

TAXI DRIVER: I’ve not forgotten, Mr Nicholls. It’s the new waiting policy. 

 (BEAT) 

CYRIL: You are not waiting, young man. You are early. So as a 

matter of point it is you who should be paying me for waiting.  

TAXI DRIVER: It the new policy, Mr Nicholls. We need to cover costs. 

SYLVIA: It’s fine, Cyril. Leave it be and just get me up to the flat. 
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CYRIL: Right!   While you’re getting out the wheelchair I shall 

communicate with your employer over your walkie-talkie. 

Now how does it work?  

SYLVIA: Cyril! 

CYRIL: We’re not paying £5.70 for a drive from the hospital. It’s no 

more than eight miles away. Here’s three pounds – and be 

grateful for that. 

SYLVIA: I’ll pay – here you go, here’s ten pounds, you will help us in 

with my suitcase won’t you love? 

TAXI DRIVER: No problem, Sylvia love. 

CYRIL: I should think not, we could hire a chauffeur for that. 

 

  SCENE 8 

  SECOND FLOOR – OUTSIDE KATRINE’S FLAT. 

WOODS: Now just to be clear. You two guys are here to see Polish 

Katrine, right? 

MAN 1: That’s right. 

  WOODS KNOCKS AT THE DOOR 

WOODS: And she’s expecting you?   I only ask because I was told to 

expect three guys. 

MAN 2: Our colleague will be along shortly. 
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MAN 1: There’s no need for you to stay with us, Mr Woods. We’ll be 

fine now. 

WOODS: Wouldn’t dream of it. All part of the serviceL Look, I can see 

what’s going on here, and wellL I’m a single guy with time 

on his hands and more than happy to step in for the missing 

guy-- 

MAN 1: We don’t usually do that, you’ll have to ask Katrine. 

  KATRINE OPENS THE DOOR. 

KATRINE: Ah, at last. 

MAN 1: Kaminski; this is McColl.  

WOODS:  Land I’m Randy! 

 (BEAT) 

KATRINE: You two come inside. 

MAN 1: Thanks. (OFF) Oh, I found your handcuffs. 

KATRINE: Thank you. I have missed them. 

  THE TWO MEN ENTER THE FLAT. 

WOODS: Look, honey, I know what you’ve got going on here and I 

want in. Look I’ve gotL twenty, thirty,,,thirty-five British 

pounds here in my hand. I can get more. Here take it, call it 

a deposit if you like. 

KATRINE: Thank you money. I send home to my mother. 

  SHE SLAMS THE DOOR SHUT IN WOODS FACE. 
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WOODS: C’mon, I’m not in that bad a shape for my age! 

   

  SCENE 9 

  THE GROUND FLOOR OF THE MAIN STAIRWELL 

SYLVIA: I can walk up these stairs, Cyril. 

CYRIL: You stay put, Sylvia. We wouldn’t have this problem if this 

new caretaker fella had fixed the bloomin’ lift. I told him. 

SYLVIA: I’m sure you did. 

TAXI DRIVER: I’ll take the bags but I ain’t carrying nobody up no stairs. 

CYRIL: Now listen you – 

SYLVIA:  Get the caretaker, Cyril. 

CYRIL: I am not getting help from an American, we asked once in 

’41 and never heard the end of it. 

  WOODS ARRIVES 

WOODS: I hear my name mentioned?   We having a party, here? 

CYRIL: We are not having anything of the sort. Due to your 

laxidasical attitude to duty we are – 

WOODS: And you must be Mr Nicholls sister?  

SYLVIA: Why yes, Sylvia Nicholls, pleased to meet you. 

CYRIL: He’s Potters’ replacement.  

WOODS: --Randy Woods. At your service ma’am.  
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SYLVIA: Be nice to him, Cyril. 

CYRIL: Right you, cabbie, and you Woods grab a wheel each and 

get her up these stairs. And let this be a lesson to you both. 

TAXI DRIVER: Why is it a lesson to me? 

CYRIL: Don’t argue, man. Heave-hoL 

 

  SCENE 10 

  FROM INSIDE CYRIL AND SYLVIA’S FLAT THE 

TURNING OF MORTICE LOCKS PUCTUATES THE 

VOICES FROM OUTSIDE 

WOODS: (OFF AND PANTING) How many dam—blinking locks do 

you need on your flat, Nicholls? 

CYRIL: (OFF) As vice-chairman of the Homewatch Committee you 

should be able to tell me. 

WOODS: (OFF) It’s six, do you not know that?   Very laxed of you, Mr 

Nicholls. 

TAXI DRIVER: (OFF AND PANTING HEAVILY) Good comeback! 

CYRIL: (OFF) Are you sure?   I’ll check that at the library, and if I 

find that you’ve just made that up, which I believe you 

haveL 

SYLVIA: (OFF) Will you men stop arguing and get me in. 
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  THE FINAL YALE LOCK CLICKS AND THE DOOR 

OPENS 

CYRIL: Woods, put the kettle on. 

WOODS: Anything for a lady. 

CYRIL: Ah! Ah! Ah!   Where do you think you’re going, cabbie? 

TAXI DRIVER: (PANTING) I need a cup of tea. 

CYRIL: And where are my sister’s suitcases, young sir? 

SYLVIA: Let the poor man have a cup of tea for God’s sake, Cyril.  

CYRIL: Suitcases first, now chop-chop!    

  A CARRIAGE CLOCK CHIMES 2 O’CLOCK 

 (CON’T) Oh Hell!   The assessor!   It’s two o’clock, she’ll be 

in the foyer now. You two make Sylvia comfortable, I’ll be 

back as soon as. 

SYLVIA: Assessor?   What’s he up to now? 

WOODS: Don’t you worry yourself, just sit back and let me take care 

of things. 

 

  SCENE 11 

  THE FOYER. CYRIL ENTERSL 

CYRIL: (FLUSTERED) Now then Miss Assessor, sorry to have kept 

you—Blast!   Where has the silly woman gone? 
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  THERE IS A BUZZ AT THE ENTRANCE DOOR 

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) Hello? 

CYRIL: (CON’T) She can’t be far. Think man! 

  KNOCKING AT THE DOOR. 

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) Hey! 

CYRIL: Not now man, can’t you see I’m busy? 

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) I’ve come to fix the lift. Are you the caretaker? 

CYRIL: Am I the what!?!   Good God, man!   Do I look like the 

caretaker? 

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) Can you let me in? 

CYRIL: You said you wanted the caretaker. He’s hobnobbing in my 

flat. I, on the other hand, am busy.  

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) Look, I just want to fix the lift. 

CYRIL: Do you have ID? 

REAPIR MAN: Yes, in the van. 

CYRIL: Well it’s no good there is it?    

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) Oi!   Come back! 

 

  SCENE 12 

  CYRIL AND SYLVIA’S FLAT. WOODS IS SERVING 

UP TEA 
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WOODS: There you go, honey. 

SYLVIA: OooooL that’s lovely. So how does an American end up in 

Denton? 

WOODS: I’ve not ended up here, I’m passing through. 

SYLVIA: Through to where? 

WOODS: I don’t know, but one day I’ll get that itch in my feet and I’ll 

be off again. 

SYLVIA: Like bunions?   Are you running away or running towards? 

WOODS: My running days are long gone, honey, I think of it as 

drifting. 

SYLVIA: That sounds quite sad. 

WITH A THUMP, THE TAXI DRIVER DRAGS 

SYLVIA’S SUITCASES IN TO THE FLAT. 

TAXI DRIVER: Where do you want these cases, Sylvia? 

SYLVIA: By the television will be fine. 

WOODS: Let me give you a lift with those, buddy. 

TAXI DRIVER: Thanks, pal but there’s a bloke waiting for you to let him in 

downstairs. 

WOODS: A bloke?  Must be the missing fella for the Polish woman. 

SYLVIA: Missing fella?   I do hope there’s nothing untoward going on, 

that would be terrible. 
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WOODS: Er, no. No nothing untoward. Still, best let him in. Check out 

the competition. (LOW) Maybe get my money back? 

SYLVIA: Cheerio, then. 

  WOODS CLOSES DOOR ON WAY OUT 

 It’s going to be funny having an American in the tower. He’s 

just like one of those old American film stars Marlon Brando 

or Charlton Heston orL or George PeppardL 

 

  SCENE 13 

  LAUNDRY ROOM. THE ICP REGEN ASSESSOR IS 

INSPECTING THE ROOM INTO HER DICTAPHONE. 

SHE IS ALONE, BUT NOT FOR LONGL 

ASSESSOR: Recording: Laundry Room. General condition is good. Type 

two cables: decaying. Tiling: worn in need of replacing. 

General musty smell requires investigating. Woodwork— 

CYRIL: (PANTING) Ah! Found you! 

ASSESSOR: Hello there, isn’t it wonderful that these old laundry rooms 

are still I use? 

CYRIL: Yes, excellentLAll in tip-top condition. 

ASSESSOR: Certainly salvageable. 

CYRIL: Salvageable?   Can I check your ID? 

ASSESSOR: If you must, MrL? 
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CYRIL: Nicholls. 

ASSESSOR: Ah yesL thought so. Here you areL 

CYRIL: Now about this salvage nonsense. Are you aware that these 

towers were designed by Waterprice and Sons, a name 

respected throughout contemporary architecture as I’m sure 

you know. 

ASSESSOR: Yes I’ve done the research and— 

CYRIL: Every aspect designed and selected by professional 

architects right down to those tiles you have mistakenly 

taken issue with. 

ASSESSOR: Things get old, Mr Nicholls. It’s time for a spruce up. Bring 

the old place into the 21st century. 

CYRIL: Hold on there, Buck Rogers!   I’ve made sure this building is 

in pristine condition, as good as the day it opened. 

ASSESSOR: I don’t think I’d go quite that far. 

CYRIL: I see from your ID that you have no letters after your name, 

Miss Mitchell. A bit odd for a fully qualified assessor?   

You’re not one of these Job Club Plus lackies are you, we 

know their type around here? 

ASSESSOR: I’m a pre-assessor for ICP. 

CYRIL: Pre?   Ah, this is going to be easier than I thought – for 

once. Right I’ll give you the tour, you can see we’re all quite 

happy and spick and span here then you can sign the 

money over to needy old Nero Towers. Off we go then! 



Caligula Towers – episode 1  25  

 

ASSESSOR: I’ll be quite alright assessing by myself. 

CYRIL: Won’t hear of it. 

ASSESSOR: (SIGHS) 

 

  SCENE 14 

  THE FOYER. THE REPAIR MAN IS STILL KNOCKING 

ON THE DOOR. WOODS ARRIVESL 

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) At last. What is it with this place? 

  WOODS OPENS THE DOOR. 

WOODS: I’ve been expecting you, buddy. You the last one? 

REPAIR MAN: Just me. Now where is she? 

WOODS: Keen, I like that. Now I’m in need of some advice. You know, 

man to man. 

REPAIR MAN: Hey, I just tighten nuts. 

WOODS: What ever you’re in to, buddy. Listen, I may have handed 

over a deposit in moment of weakness and, well, I’d like it 

back. Any chance you can ask for me? 

REPAIR MAN: You’ll have to speak to the boss about that. 

WOODS: You can’t blame a guy for asking. I’ll show you upL 
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  SCENE 15 

  CYRIL AND THE ASSESSOR ARRIVE AT THE 

BROKEN LIFT 

CYRIL: Eggshell paint, original. Tick your sheet. 

ASSESSOR: Whatever for this time? 

CYRIL: To show that the tower is in pristine condition, why I 

shouldn’t be surprised to find that you recommend us for 

listed status by the time you’ve finished. Perhaps even get 

the National Trust in, eh?   Yes, the National TrustL make a 

note of that. 

ASSESSOR: I think we might be getting a little ahead of ourselves there. 

Now, the lift, is this still functioning well?   These really do 

tend to wear out over the years and it’s a huge job to 

replace them. 

CYRIL: Yes, ehL Yes, works perfectly. Tick it off. 

ASSESSOR: Well, let’s give it a go then. 

CYRIL: ErL Actually I think you’d be better off – erL prefer the 

staircase – prefer to see the staircase!   Yes, marvellous 

architecture on the staircase. This way! 

ASSESSOR: If it’s all the same I’d like to inspect the lift. 

CYRIL: Well you just hang on there a minute, don’t touch a thing. 

 

   



Caligula Towers – episode 1  27  

 

  SCENE 16 

  OUTSIDE KATRINE’S FLAT. 

WOODS: Here you are, buddy. This is her flat. 

  WOODS KNOCKS ON THE DOOR 

REPAIR MAN: Whose flat? 

WOODS: Madame Polski’s, or whatever she calls herself. 

REPAIR MAN: Look, I just want to get started in the lift. 

WOODS: In the elevator!?!   What if someone calls it?   You know – 

mid-thrust? 

REPAIR MAN: That’s why I’ll need to borrow your override key. 

  KATRINE OPENS DOOR 

KATRINE: Yes? 

WOODS: Got your last guy. And I need to have a word about that 

money from this morningL 

KATRINE: I don’t like look of him. 

  KATRINE SLAMS DOOR SHUT. 

WOODS: Hey!   Where’s my money? 

KATRINE: (OFF) Western Union. 

  STAIRWELL DOOR BURSTS OPEN AND CYRIL 

STAGGERS THROUGH 



Caligula Towers – episode 1  28  

 

CYRIL: (PANTING) There you are, Woods. Good God man, I 

thought I told you to stay with Sylvia! 

WOODS: She’s fine, I left her with the taxi driver. 

CYRIL: The taxi driver?!?   What were you thinking?   He only 

passed his citizenship test six years ago! 

WOODS: I was reluctant to leave but this fella needed letting in. 

CYRIL: I know, does he now have appropriate ID? 

WOODS: I don’t think they use ID for what he had planned. 

REPAIR MAN: Look, I’m just here to repair the lift. 

WOODS: Repair the what? 

CYRIL: The elevator. 

WOODS: I know what a damned lift is, Nicholls. 

CYRIL: Mister Nich— 

REPAIR MAN: --whoa!   Will someone tell me which floor the elevat—lift is 

stuck on? 

CYRIL: (SOTTO) Think, man, think! 

 Right got it!   Mr Woods take this master and make him a 

cup of tea. Then grab the assessor from the ground floor 

and show her the rubbish chutes. I’ll go and check on Sylvia 

and make sure our friend understands that the meter is well 

and truly not running. Then I’ll come and grab the master 

here and fix the lift. Once that’s done you’ll be back from the 
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chute room and everything will be tickity-boo. Do we all 

understand? 

WOODS/REPAIR MAN: No. 

CYRIL: If the assessor sees the broken lift she’ll think the whole 

place is ready to be condemned. 

WOODS: It is.  

CYRIL: It is not – I’ll address your last comment at the next 

residents’ meeting – and we are going to make sure she 

knows that.  

WOODS: It’s not in my contract to be at your every calling. 

CYRIL: Right, that’s another black mar— 

WOODS: OK, OK. I get the point. Anything for an easy life. 

REPAIR MAN: If you two don’t mind, I’ve only get thirty-eight minutes to fix 

the lift. 

CYRIL: Woods will sort out your time and motions. Now quickly – to 

action! 

 

  SCENE 17 

  CYRIL AND SYLVIA’S FLAT.  

TAXI DRIVER: OK, Sylvia love, I’ll be on my way. 

SYLVIA: Thanks. Chuck. See you soon. 

  DOOR SLAMS SHUT. 
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SYLVIA: (LOW) AhhhL That’s nice. Peace and quiet at last. You 

can’t beat a cup of tea in your own home. 

  SOMEONE STARTS TRYING TO UNLOCK THE 

DOOR FROM THE OUTSIDE 

SYLVIA: (LOW) And back to the madnessL  

 (SIGHS) 

 (SHOUTS) It’s on the Yale! 

  A MOMENT LATER CYRIL HAS OPENED THE 

DOOR. 

CYRIL: What have I told you about leaving it on the latch, any loony 

could pick that with a credit card. 

SYLVIA: I’m fine, thanks for asking, Cyril. 

CYRIL: Where is he? 

SYLVIA: Who? 

CYRIL: The taxi driver of course, is he in the bedrooms pilfering? 

SYLVIA: I sent him away, Cyril. Now you sit down here and tell me 

what’s happened while I’ve been away. 

CYRIL: I’ll have to tell you later, I’m in the middle of something right 

now. 

SYLVIA: Sit down and calm down. What’s happening? 

CYRIL: It’s Councillor Botham again. Up to his old Strasbourg tricks. 

SYLVIA: John?   Why, what’s he done to annoy you now? 
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CYRIL: He’s got the refurbishment back on and I need to ensure 

that these cowboy builders are kept out of Caligula Towers. 

So now I know that you’re alright I can get back to the lift. 

SYLVIA: No wonder I’m having funny turns. 

CYRIL: I won’t be long and if you make a start on dinner don’t be 

lifting any heavy pans. 

   

  SCENE 18 

  THE CHUTE ROOM. 

WOODS: And this is the other chute. 

ASSESSOR: Yes I can see that, Mr Woods. 

WOODS: Perhaps you’d like to re-inspect the other chute again, hun? 

  A RUMBLEL 

 (CON’T) Incoming! 

  THUD! 

ASSESSOR: I think we can safely say that the chutes are functioning 

perfectly. Now can I please see the lift? 

 

  SCENE 19 

  THE LIFT 

CYRIL: Come on man, how long can it take to fix a lift? 
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REPAIR MAN: It’s the circuit board, it’s blown. 

CYRIL: Fix it then, she’ll be back with her blasted clipboard in a 

minute. 

REPAIR MAN: I don’t carry those parts on me, mate.  

CYRIL: It’s vital, man. You must be able to do something? 

REPAIR MAN: I’ve got an old German board in the van that I could hook 

that up as a temporary fix. 

CYRIL: Yes, yesL but she’ll be here in a minute!   Have you got the 

doors working? 

REPAIR MAN: Doors work fine, it just won’t go anywhere. 

CYRIL: Alright then. You go and get the circuitry and I’ll cover things 

here. Shoo! 

  CYRIL USHERS AWAY THE REPAIR MAN 

 (CON’T) Right then, closeL 

LIFT VOICE (FEMALE): Doors closing 

CYRIL: I know they’re closing you stupid woman. And openL 

  SFX: LIFT PINGS! 

LIFT VOICE: Doors opening. 

  TO REVEAL WOODS AND THE ASSESSOR 

WOODS: Ah, there you are, Nicholls. I see the lift’s working well. 
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CYRIL: Perfectly, why wouldn’t it?   I’ll just let out lovely assessor 

friend inspect the lift and we can be on our way to the 

staircase. 

ASSESSOR: Is this your toolkit, Mr Nicholls? 

CYRIL: ErL yes. Just taking them back to the flat. 

ASSESSOR: Well, let’s take them up shall we? 

CYRIL: Don’t press that! 

LIFT VOICE: Doors closing. 

CYRIL: (LOW) Woods – quick move those flower pots – now! 

ASSESSOR: Careful of the doors. 

  DOORS CLOSE 

CYRIL: Nothing to worry about, my dear, safely in. Now top floor 

was it? 

ASSESSOR: Is that where you live?   You have these tools to take home. 

CYRIL: Quite rightL first floor instead. Good reliable lift this. 

ASSESSOR: It seems very smooth; you can hardly tell we’re moving. 

CYRIL: That’s quality British engineering for you. None of your EU 

rubbish in Caligula Towers. And well maintained. 

ASSESSOR: A bit slow though for going up one floor? 

CYRIL: And we’re there! 

  SFX: LIFT PINGS! 
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LIFT VOICE: Doors opening. 

  DOORS OPEN 

CYRIL: First floor. 

ASSESSOR: I’m impressed, Mr Nicholls. I go to so many of these blocks 

where every floor has been decorated in a different colour 

and quite frankly, they look a mess. But for the plants you 

could hardly tell the difference between the floors, good 

work. 

CYRIL: Er, yes, quite so. Well, back down again I suppose. 

ASSESSOR: But your tools? 

CYRIL: Yes, my toolsL?   Ah, yes, just remembered that I promised 

to lend them to Mr Woods. 

ASSESSOR: Really, are there repairs he needs to do that I’ve not seen? 

CYRIL: NoL  erL. He collects tools!   Back into the lift, dear! 

LIFT VOICE: Doors closing. 

CYRIL: Quickly!  There you go, let’s go and (RAISED) look at the 

plants. 

  DOORS CLOSE 

 

  SCENE 20 

  FOYER. REPAIR MAN RETURNS TO FIND WOODS 

DRAGGING THE PLANTS BACK. 
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REPAIR MAN: I got the boardL what are you doing? 

WOODS: (LOW) Give me a lift moving these plants will you, buddy? 

REPAIR MAN: I don’t get it? 

WOODS: Just do it! 

  SFX: LIFT PINGS! 

LIFT VOICE: Doors opening. 

  DOORS OPEN 

CYRIL: Here we are, safely back on ground level. 

ASSESSOR: Why is he moving the plants? 

CYRIL: ErL this is getting too muchL erL I’m all out of ideas, 

Anyone? 

WOODS: Just moving these upstairs for you, Mr Nicholls, you know, 

like you asked me to doL SoL that the other floors look as 

swell as the ground floor. Remember? 

CYRIL: Good think--  Yes I do remember, and here are the tools you 

asked to borrow for your collection. 

  CYRIL GROANS AS HE LIFTS THE HEAVY TOOL 

BOX 

WOODS: Thank you very much, Mr Nicholls. 

REPAIR MAN: Hey, those are my tools— 

  WITH A CLANG CYRIL DROPS THE HEAVY 

TOOLBOX ON THE REPAIR MAN’S FOOR 
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 (CON’T) Owwwww – my foot! 

CYRIL: All working together in perfect harmony in Caligula Towers, 

have you noted that on your clipboard?   Now, you wanted 

to see the staircase I believe? 

 

  SCENE 21 

  CYRIL AND SYLVIA’S FLAT. WOODS IS TREATING 

THE REPAIR MAN’S FOOT. SYLVIA IS MAKING TEA 

IN THE KITCHEN. 

WOODS: There we go, buddy. All bandaged up.  

REPAIR MAN: I think it’s a broken toe. 

WOODS: Thanks for letting us use your flat and first aid kit, Miss 

Nicholls. 

SYLVIA: (OFF) It’s the least I could do, Mr Peppard—I mean Mr 

Woods. 

WOODS: I’m happy for you to call me Randy. 

SYLVIA: (OFF) Oh, Cyril would never allow such informality, Mr 

Woods it will have to stay. Does everybody take sugar? 

REPAIR MAN: Two, please! 

WOODS: One for me. You’re gonna be fine, buddy. 

REPAIR MAN: I might never walk again. 
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WOODS: Course you will. Just relax for a few minutes, I’ll go and help 

with the teas in the kitchen. 

SYLVIA: (OFF) So where do you suppose he is now? 

  WOODS ENTERS THE KITCHEN 

WOODS: He was going to show her the stairs for some reason. 

SYLVIA: He really does adore this place you know. We both do. It’s 

been our home for our entire working lives, we’ve seen 

many happy times here. The silver jubilee, five royal 

weddingsL 

WOODS: And what about you?   Any regrets?   Any men in your life? 

SYLVIA: Goodness no. You’ll have me blushing. No, Cyril is the man 

in my life, we’ve taken care of each other for twenty-seven 

years since our mother died.  

WOODS: So no one else?   That seems a shame. Where do I find the 

cups? 

SYLVIA: Well there was this one manL 

WOODS: I knew it. 

SYLVIA: Top cupboard, left-hand side. And you? 

WOODS: Oh, like I say, driftingL 

REPAIR MAN: (OFF) I think it’s swelling! 

WOODS: Although I hear that there’s this young Polish chick in 2A. 

  BOTH LAUGH. 
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SYLVIA: I sense you don’t have many friends in Denton, Mr Woods? 

WOODS: Nah!   That’s the price a man pays for drifting all his life.  

SYLVIA: You should come around for a meal one evening? (BEAT)  

Perhaps when Cyril’s here so you can talk man things. 

  

  SCENE 22 

  STAIRCASE – THIRD FLOOR. CYRIL IS PANTING. 

CYRIL: Third floorL   So how are we doing?   Checklist-wise? 

ASSESSOR: MmmmmL So-soL 

CYRIL: (SPLUTTERS) So-soL? 

ASSESSOR: Are you sure you don’t need an inhaler or something? 

CYRIL: I’m perfectly fine, dear. I fought in Aden. 

ASSESSOR: A den of what, Mr Nicholls? 

CYRIL: Aden!   Never bloomin’ mind, are you finished giving us a 

clean bill of health?   Get on with sprucing up Nero Towers. 

Some of us have things to be getting on with. 

ASSESSOR: Yes, we’re almost there, just a few questions that you might 

be able to answer as we do a final floor check on the way 

back down. Firstly, about crime in the block. 

CYRIL: Crime?   There’s no criminal activities going on under this 

roof, let me assure you of that. And here we are at our final 

stopL 
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 SCENE 23 

 AS CYRIL AND THE ASSESSOR ENTER THE SECOND 

FLOOR LANDING THEY FIND WOOD BANGING ON 

KATRINE’S DOORL 

 

WOODS: (SHOUTS) Listen honey, I didn’t mean for you to have the 

money! 

ASSESSOR: What on Earth!?!   Mr Nicholls you assured meL Is this man 

drunk? 

WOODS: I ain’t drunk, I’m just after some money I’m owed. 

ASSESSOR: Really?   Now this is interesting.  

CYRIL: I’m sure it’s all perfectly innocentL Isn’t it, Woods?   Explain 

yourself. 

WOODS: Hey open this door!   That’s a day’s wage!   I didn’t want 

you, I was desperate. I ain’t had any in yea—months! 

ASSESSOR: I don’t know what to say, Mr Nicholls. You assured me that 

Caligula Towers was respectable residence. 

 I’m wondering if I can believe anything you’ve told me 

today?   And I still have lingering doubts about the lift. 

CYRIL: You listen here, that lift was built and installed by British 

tradesmen— 
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  ON CUE THE LIFT DOORS OPEN: 

  SFX: LIFT PINGS! 

LIFT VOICE:  Achtung - Türöffnung 

REPAIR MAN: There we go, that’s the board replaced. 

(BEAT) 

ASSESSOR: Really!?!   I’d think I’d like to review my notes. 

CYRIL: You can’t!   You’ve already filled in the forms. 

ASSESSOR: In pencil, Mr Nicholls. 

CYRIL: Blast it!   Look perhaps we could come to some agreement? 

ASSESSOR: A bribe? 

CYRIL: Good God, no!   I don’t know what sort of people you are 

used to dealing with but I’m not one of them. 

WOODS: Perhaps I can explain. 

CYRIL: Your mouth’s caused enough trouble. 

 And where are you going? 

ASSESSOR: I’m off to re-assess the place. Alone. And if there’s any 

interference from any of you I will be calling the police for 

harassment. 

LIFT VOICE: Doors closing. 
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  SCENE 24 

  RESIDENTS’ MEETING – A WEEK LATER. PRESENT    

ARE CYRIL AND SYLVIA. 

CYRIL: Order!   Order! 

 I call this meeting to action. List of members present please, 

Sylvia. 

SYLVIA: Cyril, it’s just you and me. 

CYRIL: Please minute the attendance, Madam Secretary. 

SYLVIA: We could have held this in our flat. 

CYRIL: Everybody knows that the residents’ meeting is conducted in 

the residents’ lounge. Now item one on the agenda. 

SYLVIA: Item one: The survey conducted by ICP Regen Ltd. 

CYRIL: A have a copy before me. I think I speak for the entire 

residents’ association when I say how very disappointed we 

are with the initial findings. I draw attention to section 3, 

paragraph 4 of the survey— 

SYLVIA: Can we skip forward, I know what it says I’ve read it. 

CYRIL: Then what does it say, Madam Smarty Secretatry. 

SYLVIA: It says, Mr Chairman, that both Caligula and Nero Towers 

are equally suitable for the regeneration funds, with Caligula 

having the slight edge due to inherent vice problems and the 

age and ill health of some of its residents, for exampleL 
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CYRIL: I think we can leave it at that.  

SYLVIA: For example Cyril Nicholls. A full consultation will now take 

place. 

CYRIL: I think we can save them the trouble. I propose that the 

Caligula Towers Residents’ Association do the honourable 

thing and concede to the far more needy Nero Towers. Now 

all we need is a vote on the proposed response. All those in 

favour of forfeiture say ayeL 

 LAye! 

 Lmotion carried. 

SYLVIA: What about my vote?   You’ve not asked me. 

CYRIL: How many times do I need to explain? The secretary does 

not have a vote. 

SYLVIA: That’s very unfair, Cyril. Councillor Botham will never agree 

to it anyway. 

CYRIL: The motion was carried. Minute it please. 

SYLVIA: Motion minuted. 

  WOODS ENTERS. 

WOODS: Hey, guys. I though you said twelve forty-five?  

CYRIL: Did I?   No I don’t believe I did. 

WOODS: I’ve not missed anything I hope? 

SYLVIA: Oh, if only you’d been here— 
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CYRIL: --Nothing at all. Although I’ll need to have a word with you 

later. Woods. 

 Madam Secretary, if you wouldL 

SYLVIA: Huh!   Item two: Overhanging trees. [FADESL] It has come 

to the attention of the association that the trees on the 

easterly side of the estate�. 

 

  SCENE 25 

  WOODS IS IN HIS OFFICE LISTENING TO THE 

RADIO 

  GRAMS: HEARTBREAK HOTEL BY ELVIS PRESLEY 

  THERE IS A KNOCKING AT THE DOOR 

CYRIL: (OFF) Open this door, this is not your private office you are 

on call at all times-- 

WOODS: Come in, Nicholls. 

  WOODS TURNS DOWN THE RADIO. 

 CYRIL: No point hiding, Woods, I have a revised list of jobs for you. 

WOODS: Now about these lists, Nicholls. 

CYRIL: It may not have escaped your attention that a recent 

assessors report highlighted several aspects of your 

housekeeping that requires improvement. Now, if you intend 

to stay working here I suggest you raise your standards. 
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However, as I’m quite reasonable I’m willing to lend a hand 

to ensure that these flats remain gleaming to ensure a 

favourable result from the regeneration people. 

WOODS: Gleaming?   I thought you’d diverted the money to Nero? 

CYRIL: I share your sentiment, buy sadly the will of the resident’s 

association has been ridden over roughshot. But fear not, 

just do as I say and everything will work out fine. We – you 

and I – are now on a mission. When those pesky inspectors 

happen to turn up here then this tower is going to be a 

shining template. Is that clear? 

WOODS: I ain’t helping you with your crazy plans. In fact this place 

needs a facelift. 

CYRIL: It will be wonton vandalism. Now in light of your recent lusty 

escapades I think you’ll agree that we shouldn’t bother the 

council about your continued employment, and in turn, they 

shouldn’t be mithering us with their fancy designers. 

WOODS: Have you checked this with Madam Secretary, cos she 

seemed mighty pissed at that last meeting? 

CYRIL: You take care of the list, I will ensure my sister sees the 

truth of our mission.  

  CYRIL EXITS, SLAMMING DOOR. 

 (CON’T – OFF) She is easily brought around to common 

sense. 
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WOODS: (LOW) I bet. Y’know she reminds me of one of those old 

European film stars, Ingrid Bergman, Bardot, Julie Christie, 

orL mmmmmmL? Audrey Hepburn? 

  HE TURNS UP THE RADIOL 

  GRAMS: MOON RIVER BY ANDY WILLIAMS 

 

 

 

 


