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Character Profile 

 

Iona Shreeves 

Disgraced former DCI given a second chance. Strong sense of what is right. Seeking redemption. 

White British  Age: 53 

 

A Brief History 

1960: A couple move from their family home in Oban to 

London to give their daughter, Rona a better chance in life. A 

year later Iona their second daughter, Iona is born. 

Neither daughter rose as far up the professional ranks as their 

parents’ ambitions would have liked. However, after 

graduating from Haverstock School with high grades both 

became moderately successful. Rona running a small business 

and having a fulfilled family life; Iona (the smarter of the two 

sisters) having a successful career in the Metropolitan Police 

rising to Detective Chief Inspector within Covert Surveillance 

before bringing about her own downfall.  

As a young girl she has a vague memory of going to a small country village, for some reason this 

memory distresses her. 

 

Her Downfall 

2006: Iona is approached by one of her surveillance officers who has concerns about the levels of 

drug crime surveillance is certain areas of the capital. Iona realises that covert means are being used 

to monitor users in deprived areas more so than their equivalents in wealthier areas. She raises this 

with her superiors who choose to bury the issue. 
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After several more attempts to make her concerns a live issue with her superiors, Iona decides to tip 

off a journalist from The Independent. When the story breaks senior officers at the Met know 

instantly who is responsible. Within hours she is suspended; within two years she is dismissed.   

 

Personality 

• Is always driven to do the right thing – even when that is not the best thing 

• Professional at all times – this is often mistaken for coldness 

• Locks away her emotions – this is a barrier to people getting to know her 

• Fast thinking and well trained by the Met to deal with situations 

• Knows she is always right 

 

Timeline of Key Events 

 

 

Domestics 

• Lives on the houseboat at Limehouse Basin that she secured from her divorce – really wants 

to move but can’t afford anywhere to her liking in central London.  

• Avoids visiting her sister who has a seemingly fulfilled domestic life – this reminds Iona of 

her loneliness and hurts. Over the years she has developed a persona that she engages to 

get through these meetings. 

• Her parents are now retired to Whitstable and still stand by Iona despite her dismissal. 

 

Flaws 

• She sacrificed her personal life for her career and has lost both 

• Hides in her work 

• Hates people who do not make an effort 

• Rarely opens up to anybody – but this will change when she gets to know Scanlan Brown 
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The Darkest Secret 

A key factor in the break-up of her marriage was her inability to conceive. This was a lie. She secretly 

used contraception to delay having a child in favour of promotion within the Met. 

 

The Here and Now 

Iona is trapped working for Cromwell, tracking the Whitewash network. She knows it is her last 

chance to make a difference and redeem herself. Having lost her police pension, she has watched 

her divorce settlement dwindle. Cromwell’s contributions are the only realistic way to fund her 

future. 

What she wouldn’t give to be able to advise her thirty year old self, leave all this police bullshit 

behind. 
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Character Profile 

 

Scanlan Brown 

Family man. In prison for fraud he did not commit. Will do anything to find his missing family. 

 White British  Age: 42  

 

Brief History 

Born in Gretna Green to an Irish mother but not knowing 

the identity of his father, Scanlan has an unimpressive 

schooling followed by YTS training to become a local bank 

teller. Aged 31 he meets and falls in love with Louise 

Pearson; three years later they marry and have a son, 

Jamie (now aged 7). A few months later, following the 

death of his elderly mother, they move to London. 

After taking a multitude of courses, Scanlan gets an entry 

level analyst job at WorldCred, a small investment house in 

the City. 

Two years later Scanlan is framed for short-selling 

government stocks and is jailed for two years. One month 

into his sentence Louise and Jamie disappear. 

He spends his time in prison preparing for the day he gets out to find his family. Every day the anger 

builds a little more inside him. 

 

Personal Life 

• Wife and son vanished 10 months ago – he will get them back. 

• He has an estranged younger brother, James who he not seen or heard from for eighteen 

years. 
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Domestics 

• Was renting a family sized flat in Dartford – now in a shabby furnished studio flat in Croydon. 

• Wants his family back and somewhere with a small garden for Jamie to play in. 

 

Personality 

• Thinks before acting and always has a plan in his head. 

• Right now he is clearly bitter. Less obvious is the fury raging inside – it will erupt. 

• He hates small talk but has perfected the ‘act’ of being sociable to succeed. 

• Is devoted to his wife and son to the exclusion of all other friends and family. 

 

 

Flaws 

• Blames himself for events – he is certain he could have done something differently to avoid 

his current predicament. 

• Holds grudges. 

• His deepest fear is that he might actually be powerless. 

• He no longer trusts anyone, but Iona Shreeves is slowly becoming the exception. 

 

His Biggest Regret 

Scanlan once – and only once – put his career before his family. He worked late to secure a large 

stocks trade resulting in him missing Jamie’s fourth birthday. This is the one time he has lied to 

Louise: he told her he was stuck on a broken down train. 

 

The Here and Now 

He believes he can put his life back to the way it was. He can’t. 
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Character Profile 

 

David Cromwell MP 

Opposition MP with a worrying secret. Tipped as first black PM. Moral compass distorting. 

Black British  Age:38 

 

Brief History 

The grandson of Caribbean immigrants to the UK. His father has built a successful Essex-based 

insurance brokerage and has very high ambitions for his children which begins by enrolling them to 

Tonbridge boarding school.  

David later graduated from Oxford with a 2.1 in Philosiphy, Politics and Economics. He then began his 

career as a professional politician as a researcher to John Smith MP. He was parachuted into the safe 

Labour seat of Avon South in the 2001 general election and quickly rose to be Cabinet Secretary until 

Labour’s defeat in 2010 election. He now shadows the same position. 

In power he secretly set up the Whitewash network but has now lost control of it. For the first time 

in his career he is anxious. Anxious because he knows how powerful he made the network. So 

anxious that he engages the services of Iona Shreeves to attempt to monitor the network. 
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Personal Life 

The consummate professional, David is married to Daria the daughter of a supermarket magnate. 

Daria is a buyer for a highly regarded luxury sportswear importer. 

They have two children but David knows that his career ambitions mean that he can’t spend as much 

quality time with them as he would like. They see more of their nanny than they do either parent. 

David has their path to power planned out just as his father did with him. 

 

Domestics 

• David owns a small rural cottage in his constituency but rarely visits, its many occupants are 

his children – with frequent visits from their grandmother – and their nanny. 

• David and Daria live in a luxury two-bed apartment overlooking Tower Bridge. 

 

Personality 

He will protect those around him – up to a point. But as Iona and Scanlan will find out, when really 

pushed the most important person in David’s life is himself and his political survival. 

 

Here and Now 

David Cromwell is in equal parts obsessed and terrified of the Whitewash network and the impact it 

could have on his career. He is slowly building up a secret portfolio of evidence against them but 

knows it would also result in his own political suicide if he ever published it. 

Thirty minutes ago he was informed that an Argentine banker he was scheduled to meet has 

disappeared. David knows who’s responsible… 

 


