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8x50m for BBC1        by Mike Cummins 

 

Powerful people make serious mistakes. It’s time to blow open the cover up. 

Scanlan Brown (42) has been bribed to serve fourteen months in prison, the money will buy his 

family a better life. Thirteen months ago, they and the money vanished. Today Scanlan Brown is out. 

Iona Shreeves (53) has a problem. A 100,000 ton problem. An oil tanker docked six hours ago, 

without a crew. Shreeves knows she’s too late, they have got there before her. 

.   .   .   .   . 

There is a phantom network whose sole purpose is to make the problems of powerful people vanish. 

They coerce, deal, blackmail, threaten, falsify, bribe, clean up crime scenes… assassinate. Whatever it 

takes to make a problem go away. They have no apparent leader, no headquarters, no name. They 

have ID to pose as any authority and gain access to any location. They are summoned by an 

encrypted text to an untraceable number. If they consider you worth saving you will have the 

number.  

David Cromwell (38) is the Shadow Cabinet Secretary. He knows the network exists. He knows 

because he created it. And it scares him. It scares him enough to finance a dismissed police officer, 

Shreeves to monitor their activities and determine their agenda. Cromwell does not know it yet but 

Scanlan Brown is also about to join his payroll - but is he there to find his missing family or fight 

Cromwell’s crusade? 

Episodes will have a double A-plot, focused on both the activities of the network and on Shreeves 

and Brown as they try to unravel events and find the truth being covered up. The majority of plots 

will be self-contained to episodes but bigger narratives are planned that span the eight episode run 

and beyond.  

Linking these plots is the murky world of clandestine politics as Cromwell attempts to 

out-manoeuvre his elected counterpart Dame Margo Buchanan (63), the most powerful civil servant 

in the country with dark secrets of her own. 

Whitewash takes us into a world we didn’t know existed. A world where a single text message 

changes the truth for ever. 


